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, 'TV Violence Helps Fuel Epidemic'
Violence has become a public health

epidemic. As a nation, the Cnited
States ranks tirst among all developed
countries in homicides. Amon o the
countrv's youths aged 15 to 24 homi­
cide is the second-leading c~use of
death. and fm .-\frican ~ Americ<.m
vouths it is first.
. In recent polls. .\mericans listed

i crime as the ~o. 1 problem facing our
society. I beLeve Omaha is no excep-'j tion.

. Indisputably, media violence con-
tributes to real-life violence. After 10
years of research. the National Institute
of ~fental Health concluded: "The

\
consensus among the research commu­
nity is that violence on television does

r lead to aggressive behavior by children
and teen-agers who watch the pro­
grams."

r As a mental health professional. I am
t greatly concerned about this because
.I U.S. children are exposed to extremely

high levels of TV violence. Approxi­
" mately five to six violent acts occur per

f
': hour on prime-time television, and 20

to 25 violent acts are shown each hour
of Saturdav morning children's TV
programs. ' ~

. Cable. TV adds to the problem by
lOtroduclO~ new, marc \-iolent pro­
~rams while recyding older >iolent

! broadcasts.
J MAdsurvey conducteD by the Center for

e Ia and Public Affairs counted
4 L846 violent scenes broadcast and
i

c:1bkcast between 6 a.m. and midni2.ht
on a singh: da\'. The most violent
periods were between 6 a.m. and 9 a.m.
:ll1d between 2 p,m. and 5 p.m.

Experts estimate that by the time
young people graduate from high
sch()~Jl. thev will have viewed more than
200.000 a~ts of "10Ience ;Jortr:lVed in
various media. ,.

Research evidence sUSEests that chil­
dren exp0sed [0 heavy amounts of
violence in the media are much more
likely to be aggressive, to exhibit >iolent
behavior and to view violence as an
effectIve wav of resolving conflicts.
They may :iew the world as mean.
scarY and threatening and mav become
desensitized to violenvce. '

Too much time in front of a TV,
mOVIe or video screen can be unhealthy
in other Ways as we1\:

• Time spent viewing television or
mOVIes or playing video games is time
spent nOI exercising.

• Countless fvod commercials
aimed at children promote unhealthv
foods and don't give children the fuI!
picture about a well-balanced diet.

• TeleVIsion programs and mo\-ies
glamorize alcohol use, smoking and
d.rug use and portray these actions as
fISk-free. Children must be tau~t the
potential dangers of these behaViors.

• ~:mal.'1cti~ity is commonplace on
teleVISIOn and In the moVies, sending
lJ1eiTicssage that everybody does it, and~

wi thout rnns\'qllences Some n:.
searchers link television and movie5
with increases in teen pre)!IlanCieSario
sexuallv traosmjued di~eases.-·-

~ot onl~ the health community, but
all responSible adults need to protest to
,he 1elCVISh.m medIUm when thev St.'1:

programmmg they know is harmlul to
children. Until the public takes this
responsibility seriously, and the spon­
sors of the shows are aware we are
against what they are making possible
for our children to see, this problem will
only grow larger.

BILL TAMMEUS

• The trouble with soma~TVSh~
n~avs IS nn! !!1st that a'sn
moral to the st0D', irs thalthere's no
~toth~tory

• "Our campaign is prevailing and
triumphing in this party and in this
country," says Pat Buchanan. Is he
reading the papers in the muror?

• Marilyn Quayle says she expects her
husband to run for president some
day. The woman two desks over has a
more modest hope. She expects her
husband to take out the trash some
day.

• Thousands more hours of Richard
Nixon tapes will be released soon.
reports say. With little thought of lim­
ing them to hit the peak Christmas
market.

_... _- ~-----..-- .......
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fEDERAL COMMUNICAnONS COAfMIBSION
OFFia Of SECR£TARY

February, 1997

The Honorable.J<.M.d l:fulJ...........ett _
Federal CommunicatiOO8 Commission
1919 M Street. NW
Washington, Fe 20554

Commissioner

I

We are writins to UI'F the Fedcnd Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part
of its review of the television industry's ratings system.

The N~LAssociatioo for Family &. Community Education and its affiliate,
. di C\ f1f\(X State Association, are grass-roots organizations which

have been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 years. We are very concerned that
the family issue of the recently implmJented television ratings system docs not address the needs
ofparcnts.

The questions generated by the current age-based television ratings systCID deserve a public
heariDg. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families
in America today.
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FEDERAL COMMUNlCAnONS COMMS8sIoN
0fR(i OF SECRETARY

TbcHonorablc ROJa tU.vrdl
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. NW
Washington, FC 20554

IJwncfrCommissioner
----'---"--~"--=------

We are writing to urge the Fcdcra1 Communications Commission to bold a public hearing as part
of its review of the television industry's ratings system.

The Natu~SOCiation for Family & Community Education and its affiliate.
'M I~ State Association, are grass-roots organizations which

have been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 years. We are very concerned that
~ family issue of the recently implemented television ratings systcm docs not address the needs
ofparcnts.

The questions generated by the current age-based television ratings system deserve a public
hearing. Wc urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families
in America today.

Sincerely,

No. of Copies rec'd~_/__
Ust ABCOE
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February, 1997

The Honorable -~ U.u41M
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner k.4...cYrY Jl~
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We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part
of its review of the television industry's ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, Missouri State
Association, are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved in family issues for
the past 60 years. We are very concerned that the family issue of the recently implemented
television ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based TV ratings system deserve a public hearing. We
urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families in American
today,

Sincerely,
:; ,'Lu ,j~~~31~<yi~ ~~
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February, 1997

The Honorable Qggd MLndi
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, Fe 20~54

Commissioner t-fu;nit
We are writing to urge the Fede.ral Communications Commission 10 bold a public hearing as part
of its review of the television industry's ratings system.

The lYti~ Association for Family &. Community Education and its affiliate,
tLtJcitQff1.OL State Association, are grass-roots organizations which

have been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 years. We arc very concerned that
the family issue: of the recently implemented television ratings system does oot address the needs
ofparcnt8.

The questions generated by the cWTCnt age.based television ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a bearing soon on this issue Which is so important to families
in America today.

Sincerely,

No. of Copies rec'd /
L~tAaCDE '---~---
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February, 1997

ThcHonorable bvl !Iz~«if
Federal CormntmicatiOO8 Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, Fe 20554

Commissioner -............-'-"------'------

RECEIVED

.'0'997
t:EDERAL COMMUMcAriONS co

OfT.7CE OF SECRETARYMMJ8sIoN

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part
of its review of the television industry's ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate,
State Association, are grass-roots organizations which

have en actIvely tnvolved 1D family issues for the past 60 years. We are very concerned that
the family issue ofthe recently implemented television ratings system does not address the needs
Ofparcnt8.

The questions generated by the current age-based television ratings systcrn deserve a pubb~

hearing. We urge you to hold such a bearing soon on this issue which is so important to families
in America today.

Sincerely,

I J [{ g-- t5J-rcot1: s.-e<J!? l 'Kt.&/
cP~/] ~ c{{o2i 3
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DEAR MR.. III1N))Gr:

I AM WRlcrIN~A.8I\.INe q'HAq- crIIB NBW RA.GfIN~

SC>}'SGfBM ThE Rr~)(lfBeGfBD AS Ier NOW SGf'ANJ)8.
UlIDf9R <THB IJRE<TBNSB Of IJRUVIDINe HBI9IJ Gro

IJARBN<TS. GrHB INDUSGfRcr HAS DONB crIlL OlJI00SIQ'E.
GfHBGf' <TBI9L lJARBNcrs THAGf AI~L IJR()~RAMSRAGfED
crv~'}". crV"'1. crv~~. GrV"'IJ~. AND GfV"'14. RBfiARI)LRSS Of
eUNcrENGJ:' OR c£HBMB. ARE SUITABLE FUR E:IDS ANI)
'}"OUTH AND ~EGf GfHI8'''7<'.7=·'''GfHE IJERSON WIIO
IJRODUeRS "THE9 PRU~RAM IS GfHE ONE WHO RAcrBS ICf!
NU INIJUGJ' fRUM GfHE VffiWIN~ IJllliLI€ IS ALLOWED.
GfHERB WILL :BE NO eUN8ISi:'ENT IJER8IJE€C£IVB USBD IN
erHE RAGrIN~8SINeR HUNnRED8 OF DU'fBRBNcr
INDIVIDUALS WILL .BE DUIN~ <THB RAcrrn~8 EASED UN
GfIIEffi ()WN INC£ERBSG£.

No, al OQpiQS rac'd /
USfABGDE '
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!From Tom Rosenberger

Harrison School

"Where El'ervbody is Somebod.r"



~ROM T~E PRINCIPAL)

BEWARE OF THE NEW TV PROGRAM RATING SYSTEM!

~rl my <J01nlOn, the new ;-'i orogram ,at[(19 system 1S a farce!!! (See the new ratmg system
or,nteo below. ) There are a number of reasons that '2ao ~e ~o arrive to that conclusion:

=irst at a11. the new ratwg system nas not Deen aaequately PUblicized. Most -folks
reaily don't know what the system -s. Then. to maKe matters worse, the system is not
appliea to the weeKly printea schedules of the TV program listings. It is only put on
the screen when the program 1S televised. This means that you have to actually start
to \new a program cefore you Know hOW 1t 1S rated. Finany, the new rating system 1S
oniy In use on a vOluntary bas,s oy the networks at this time. This means that you will
not Tind the ratlng on many current orograms.

The new system, as you can easlly see wnen you reaa ,t, does not really give parents
che Information that they want and need to be able to make an informed decision on
whether or not to allow k,ds to Vlew a program in question. ,e: Does it include sex.
,1Oience or profanlty? Wh,ch one? What I<ind? How rruch? The ratings will not glVe you
~ clue wny a program was ratea as ,t was. ~here 1S no content analysis!

). J1 my v,ew, th,s system absolves the TV networks from cieaning up their acts----content
W1se. It seems to me that this w111 aj low them to go on producing more "junk" programs,
flllea w,th v'olence and sex. oecause they can always say, "you didn't have to watch
1t -- we warned you." The bottom 11 ne is that they w111 fee 1 that they are not
responsible for the acttQ~OU_ take' What aDout bemg responsible for actions that
tb~Y-.laK~??7

4. Finally, and in my opinion, here is the biggest farce of all -- "and get this -- the
oerson who produces the program ;s the one who rates it! No input from the viewing
:Jublic 1S allowea" (quoted from a publicatlOn produced by the American Fam,ly
Assoc,at,on.) What a JoKe! That's a lot llke aSK,ng the fox to guard the chickens.

~~li cO see how th,s new rat,ng system Will help parents and kids to be protected from the
~raSi~ unt 's Droauced by the IV 1rlaustry. ~oo Dad. r~ow our next oest hope 1S to walt until
we can all affora tne new technology that lS supposed to be bUilt into the next generation
Yf TV sets Tnat w,!! ailow us to totai1y block out programs that we don't want our kids to
watch. ='i the meantime. f you are so motivatea. call :)1- Wi-i [e to the Federal Communications
:omm,sslons lFCC) ana comolaln aoout What's on TV. If we. as concerned educators and parents
Gon't co th,s --- wno W11]? The aadress 15:

Federal Communlcat10ns Commlss,on
1919 MStreet N.W.
WaShington, D.C. 20554

~hone: (202)418-2600.

I~S you can eas11y guess ft-om my comments. I am very concerned about what our ~ids are
iearn1ng while they are ,n front of the TV set. I know from research findings, as well as
from personal observation. that many kids have seen so much vioience and sex on TV that they
are literally ae-sens,t,zed to ,t. I hope you as parcints are concerned, too.

Here's a great alternative: turn off the IV and read With your kids!



TV-Y:

TV-Y7 :

TV-G:

N-PG:

TV-14:

TV-M:

NEW TV PROGRAM RATING SYSTEM:

Aopropr'ate 70r ali chlldren. Speclfically deslgned for a very young audience.
including chiiaren ages 2-6. This program IS not expectea to frighten younger
chi 1dren.

Designed for children age 7 and above. ~~ore appropriate for children able to
aistmguish between maKe-believe and reality. May lnclude mild physical or
comedic violence.

Contains little or no violence, no strong language and little or no sexual dialog
or situations.

This program contains coarse and vulgar language, violence, and/or sexually
suggestive oialog and situations. Even the theme itself may call for parental
guidance.

This program contains strong sexual content. ~rofane language and/or lntense
Violence.

This program contalns extremelY profane language. graphic violence and/or
exoliclt sexual content.
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I AM WRIc.rIN~ AS~IN~ C[HAGf GfHE NEW RAGfIN~

8<JY8GfLM BE RBclfB€G£B£" AS IGf }lCW SGJ'ANDS.
UNDER GrIfF IJF-ECfEN8E Of DR()VIDIN~Hf019]J GI()

IJA.RENcrS. G}]IE INDUSG}]{'Y IlAS DONE GJTIB OIll)CSICfE.
crIlLey GIT9LL lJAR:BNGfS <IIIAGJ' AI9L ]JRO~RAMSRAGfED
crVc..>Lf'. erV~1. CfV~~. CJV<..lJ~ .. AND CfV~l4J~ RF;~,ART)LF98S Of
eONGJ"ENG£ OR GfIIBMB.. ARB SllI<£ABLI'9 FCl'~ ~I])8 c,\ND
crOUCfII Alln ~Ecr erIII.S,~~,~,""GfHEJJBRSON WHO
IJRUJ)U€B8 GrIlE I>Rf)~RAI1: IS GlBE ()lfE, WHO RAGJ'F9S fGf!
N() INIJUG£ FROM (THE VIJ~WIN~ IJUBLI€ 18 ALL()'~ED.

tITtER); \\'lll)I" BE Ne eONSIS<£BNGf IJBRSIJEeTIVE USED IN
eIHE RAG£IN~S SINef') HlilllJF..EDS Of DIfI'EREN'l'
INJ)IVIDllAL8 WILl') Bf') D()IN~ CflIB RAG£IN~8 BASBD eN
GfIIBIR CJWll nlerER E,§;'f.

SINeF<RJ~I~G}" <YOlIRS~

dJ~~~ /:c1-L~Z{,'4C'')_
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)

The Honorable(!}J1--,~~~5I/u+t#:
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, 0 C 20554

Commissioner~~4 ,t.C

REcen;EO
lIAR, 0 '997

l=tDERAL~C4Jl
0FFl~ OFSEC::--

I

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold 8 public hearing as part
orits review of the television industry'~ ratings system

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, Missouri State
Association, are gras,-roots organizations which have~n actively Involved in family issues for
the past 60 years We are very concerned that·the family issue of the recently implemented
television ratings system does not address the needs of parents ..

The questions generated by the current age-ba8ed TV ratings system deserve a public hearing. We
urge you to hold such a hearing lOon on this issue which is so important to families in American
today

Sincerely . .--' .._-~

~tf~:~r!J,~~

~o. of Copies rac'd
LIst ABCOE -----
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February, 1997

The Honorable~ tkVJ:dr.
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. NW
WaslUngton, Fe 20'54

Commissioner
_--'---:~~~=-=-------

We are "l'iting to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part
of its review of the television industry's ratings system.

The Nat~W:iation for Family &: Community Education and its affiliate,
q.. Ot!\l\Ol.. State Association, are grass-roots organizations which

have bemaetively involved in family issues for the past 60 years. We are very concerned that
the: family issue of the recently implemented television ratings system does not address the needs
o(parcnts.

The questions generated by the current age-based television ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families
in America today.

Sincerely,

No. of Copies rec'd
List ABCOE ----

--------~_.-
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February, 1997

The Honorable !ZMfl HWlldt
Uniled Slates Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator __-L---L=-'--=--=--~"-- _

We are pleased that the Senate body will hold a hearing on Thursday, February 27th on the issue
of the television rating system. Senators McCain [All and Bums [MT] are to be commend<:d
in their sponsorship of this Senate Hearing.

The Ndii~:iati~n for Family & Community Educa~ion, and its affiliated
. Q/H.g... State AssocIatIOn, supports the content

based television rating system, using V [Violence], S {Sex], and L [Language] symbols to
indicate the content of a television program.

We: believe the 80% of parents surveyed by PTA who want a content-based rating 9)'stcm should
be provided an avenue for input into the development and implementation of a television ratmg
system.

We support the Senate's plan for holding a hearing on this sensitive issue which allects all
families in America today.

Sincerely,

I
No. of Copies rec'd._..__.
UstA8COE
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February, 1997

The Honorable IJ4f #tLIJ1Ct{
Federal Commuoicatioas Commission
1919 M Shet, NW
Washington, Fe 20~~4

Commissioner l-Iu/J.1.tif:
We are writins to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public bearing as part
of its review of the television indusuy's ratings system.

The Nai~ .Associatioo for Family & Community Education and its affiliate,
" IVIL~i C __ State Association, are grass-roots organU::ations which

have been actively involve in family iss~ for the past 60 years. We are very concerned that
the family issue of the recently implemented television ratings system does not address the needs
ofparcnts.

The questions generated by the ~urrcnt age-based television ratings system deserve a public
hearins. We urge you to hold such a hearing 90011 on this issue which is so important to families
in America today.

Sincerely,

INo. of Copies rec'd _
List ABCDE
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February,1997

The Honorable 0iJ. 4:k~Lrv4:t-",,-·..........__
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. NW
Washington, Fe 20~54

Commissioner !Ju--,--t)~-=l_t=-" ~

We aR writins to urge the Fedefal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part
of its review of the television industry's ratings system.

The National ~sociation for Family & Community Education and its affiliate,
tbt<,dUQ...gC\. State Association, are grass-roots orga.nizatioruJ which

have been actively involved in family iSSUC3 for the past 60 years. We arc very concerned that
the family issue: of the recently implemented television ratings system docs not address the needs
ofparcnts.

The questions generated by the current ase..based television ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a bearing soon on this issue which is so important to families
in America today.

Sincerely,

-~~----

NO. of Copies rec'd I
UsfABGOE

-_._-------
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February, 1997

The HonorabIc Qad~~. tJ~~
Federal CornmuOications Commission .
1919M Street, NW
Washington, Fe 20554

RECEIVED

1M , 0 1997

ffDERAL roAfMONfCADONS ctIfMf8soI
Offlt:.£ OF SECRETARY

I

CmnaU~ C~t
We are writing to urge the F Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part
of its review of the television industry's ratings system.

The N~t~9f1al 1Association for Family &: Community Education and its affiliate,
tlJlI~ CVr\C{ ; State Association, are grass-roots organizations which

have been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 years. We arc very concerned that
the family issue ofthe recently implemented television ratings system docs not address the needs
ofparents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon OIl this issue which is so important to families
in America today. .

Sin<:erely,

No. of Copies rec'd
List ABGDE ---
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February, 1997

The Honorable Rud f/iu>~t
Federal CommuniCah0D8 Commission
1919M Street. NW
Washington, Fe 20554

RECEIVED ""'~J

IMR 10 1997

FE'DfRAL COMMUNlCAnONS COMMISSION
OFFJCE OF SECRETARY

We are ~tins to urge the Federal Communications Commission to bold a public hearing as part
of its review of the television industry's ratings system.

T~c~tional ~ Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate,
t dlCvvlC~..-, State Association, are grass-roots organizations which

have been actively involved in fiunily issues for the past 60 years. We arc very concerned that
the family issue ofthe recently implemented television ratings system docs not address the needs
ofparcnts.

The questions generated by the current age-based television ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue whith is so important 10 families
in America today.

Sincerely,

I
No. of Copies rec'd. _
list A8CDE

----_._--_•.__._----



February,1997

The Honorable J&.d 1-1 Ul\dt _
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, Fe 20554

Commissioner -.1:J...;;:...;Lte.:..-rd"""-,,~± _

RECEIVED
'IMR, 0 1997

~DERAL COMQlCAnONS COMMIssIoN
OFfICE OF S£CRFrARY

We arc writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as pan
of its review of the television industtfs ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate.
State Association, are grass-roots organizatiom which

have been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 years. We arc very concerned that
the family issue of the recently implemented television ratings system does not address the needs
Ofparent8.

The questions generated by the current age-based television ratings symem deserve a public
heariDg. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families
in America today.

Sincerely,

I)

lQ~~rl. Mc;sit-

I
No. of Copies rec'd. _
List ABCDE
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Marsha L. Landis
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The Honorable ~tLef,'J Ld1.dJLL ' ORIGINA!.
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of its
review of the television industry's rating system.

The National Association for Family and Community Education and its affiliate, North Carolina Extension
Homemakers Association, are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved in family issues
for the past 60 years. We are concerned that the family issue of the recently implemented television rating
system does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television rating system deserve a public hearing. We
urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families in America today.

Sincerely,
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Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner:

I am writing with a complaint about the new television ratings system Last night my family was
watching FOX television following the Superbowl to catch the latest episode of The X-Files. We
haven't watched the show in some time, so I was initially pleased to see the "TV-14" rating appear in

e corner of the screen at the start of the show. My daughter, who recently turned 15, was pleased to
at the show was rated as "safe" enough for her.

.nt, then, is that whatever ''TV-14" is supposed to mean sure doesn't do justice to what I
priate for a 14 year old to watch. The episode was, to say the least, quite disturbing. It
following disgusting themes:

.::r ....,
tion (graphically portrayed)

-~"I ~ rn .:.tJ.-yo (-.. -t.. aJ
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icit autopsy scenes with the severed head <)-; -':1 Z ('")--..Jf- ~

_=; ~»o- C> N ,.."Illain who was literally made of cancer (yuck!) '-~]»-- •.". ..-oJ <J1
--1' --~ ;--) ..&J -l r-r-

-0 ,<,• '-'.- :::z:. ",
c.o

0• Cannibalism -..J

Needless to say, I hardly think that's appropriate for fourteen year olds. Maybe for some, but
certainly not something I'd let my daughter watch if! knew about it ahead of time. I'm all for a TV
ratings system, but the one the television industry seems to have adopted doesn't work at all. To its
credit, the show didn't contain any sex scenes or foul language, which is why I suppose it can get
away with a T"v'-14 rating. Please make the networks switch to a system which tells me wilat kind of
content is in a show, rather than letting some (apparantly musguided) industry censor decide what's
ok for my child to watch. I would have been much better served by seeing a ratings block at the start
of the show which said something like "Mild language, No sexual content, graphic violence."

Thank you,

F~
Mrs. Joan Theilen
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c/o Mr. Phil Leonardi
PO Box 700
Corvallis, MT 59828
Jan. 7, 1997

Chairman: Reed E. Hundt
1919 M Sreet N.W,
Washington D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt
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We are students at Corvallis High School and we are writing this letter out of our
concerns that may interest you. In Mr. Phil Leonardi's class we are learning the Principles
of American Democracy. A while ago we did papers on the six principles of democracy
These principles include Popular Sovereignty, Limited Government, Separation of
Powers, Checks and Balances, Judicial Review and Federalism. We are concerned about
how the Constitution of the United States ofAmerica is being destroyed by our
government. Well, at least certain parts of the constitution anyway.

In the first amendment of the constitution it states the freedoms of religion, speech, press,
assembly, and to petition. This means that these rules are supposed to apply to all citizens
of the U.S. Whether it is their points of view, language, color, race, nationality, or the
state we are in, we should hold these rights, In the past few years we feel some of these
rights may not have been broken, but bent to the furthest extremes by our government.

The constitution was made by our forefathers to help run a government for a new nation
These amendments have iittie, if any, meaning in today's society Government has tc)Und
ways to stretch, bend, push and pull our society until society doesn't care anymore.

Our freedom of speech has been limited by the Federal Communications Commission
Our freedom of choice has been suspended, again, by the Federal Communications
Commission, The music we listen to is censored and the televisions we watch are rated by
a prehistoric method. These systems don't do anything except violate our rights as U S
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